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New partner for the United States, Canada and Mexico 
 

Expanding the North American CONVAL® business 
 

 
Wermelskirchen, NRW, Germany, September 2016: F.I.R.S.T. announced today its decision to significantly 

expand its North American operations through local partnership with AK Consultants. "North American 

and especially US market represents one of the biggest markets in the world and established presence of 

advanced instrumentation and process control practices provides an un-matching opportunity to grow 

F.I.R.S.T. business through delivering world's best instrument sizing and selection solution as well as 

instrument reliability predictive services." said Andreas Vogt, president of the F.I.R.S.T. GmbH. "Local 

presence in the US and in the US Gulf area specifically, will allow us to better serve existing customers 

and expand the software and services solutions offering, preparing ground for the eventual 

establishment of the full local legal entity. We believe that recent changes in the economy of the oil and 

gas business are driving the need for further efficiencies in project execution and operations and provide 

fertile ground for F.I.R.S.T. offerings of CONVAL® software and CAT services.” 

 

“CONVAL® and CAT by F.I.R.S.T. are an opportunity for both EPC’s and manufacturing community to use 

best of class solutions to improve valve and instrument sizing and selection processes and also capture, 

retain and reuse this information throughout the operating facility life cycle.” said Alex Koifman, owner 

and principle of the AK Consultants. “These solutions also allow companies already deploying advanced 

equipment reliability and instrument design and data management solutions like Meridium®, SmartPlant 

Instrumentation®, COMOS, Plant 4D Instrumentation and others, to utilize legacy and project data 

accumulated over the last two decades with CONVAL® and CAT predictive analysis by integrating them 

together into streamlined and reliable valve and instrument selection process”. 

 
AK Consultants services instrumentation community with consulting services focused on instrument 

design and data management solutions, with over 20 years of experience in plant design and data 

management software development and services. 
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F.I.R.S.T. - Gesellschaft für technisch-wissenschaftliche Softwareanwendungen mbH, based in Wermelskirchen 
(Cologne / Dusseldorf area), came into being in 1989. The company's goal is to continuously improve CONVAL®, a 
powerful software product for sizing, calculating and optimizing the components and processes in industrial plant 
systems, and to sell it in the international marketplace. The idea for CONVAL® was born in the late seventies and 
originally realized in the guise of small routines for programmable pocket calculators. Many of the calculation 
modules that today are integral elements of CONVAL® existed in a simplified form even then. In 1985 a team of 
experienced engineers from the fields of instrumentation and control, chemical processes and machine building, as 
well as various other branches of industry, joined forces with software development experts. At the end of a 
development phase lasting four years, they were able to present the first results – christened CONVAL® 1.0 – at 
INTERKAMA '89.  

CONVAL® saves time and money by standardizing the workflows for calculating and optimizing plant components – 
eliminates work-intensive and therefore time-consuming custom calculations – minimizes the probability of errors 
with the help of verified design parameters – facilitates access to the latest published properties – enables critical 
states to be simulated on the basis of specified disturbance quantities – prevents unscheduled plant shutdowns by 
means of numerous engineered safeguards – integrates easily into application-specific software environments and 
with its customer-friendly price structure offers an exceptionally fast R.O.I. Finely tuned to real-world needs and 
founded on innovative software architecture, CONVAL® already helps boost the productivity of several thousand 
satisfied users worldwide. 

In addition to CONVAL®, F.I.R.S.T. GmbH today also offers consulting and customized software development 
mainly for technical applications. 

 


